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The longest walk is an indian spiritual walk, a historical walk; and it is a walk for educational
awareness to the American and World Communities (long due) about the concerns of American In-
dian People.
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The longest walk has recognized the unanimous passage, in the U.S. Senate, of the American In-
dian Religious Freedom Resolution (5.J.RES.102) as a total contradiction to the Anti-Indian Legisla-
tion now pending in both Houses of Congress.

The U.S. Congress, by this action has shown that the Congress of the U.S. follaws the Constitu-
tion only when it serves their own interests.

We, the people of the Longest Walk have learned that the majority of the veting public supports
native American rights and we welcome their support with open hearts.

This is evidenced by the many proclamations of support from City and State Governments that we
have received across the country.

Become involved in support of Indian treaty rights!! The Longest Walk needs political endorse-
ments to solidify the effort to stop ANTI-INDIAN LEGISLATION. Proclamations of support from Gover-
nors, Mayors, County Commissioners, State Legislators, U.8. Representatives and Senators have
been requested and received.

Your help in the seolicitation and confirmation of these endorsements is needed. Letters of sup-
port from various organizations and communities are needed and welcomed. Examples of proclama-
tions and support letters already secured are enclosed. They can be mailed to our Washington D.C.
address.
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Legislation has historically been one of the ways the U.S. has attacked the treaty rights of
soveraign Indian nations. Presently more than 11 bills are before the 85th Congress in an attempt to
create public sympathy for the “legal” theft of the remaining Indian land.

Indian nations defended their homelands in countless battles and wars with the United States
Government. One result of these wars was treaties between separate sovereign nations-treaties
which clearly define the boundaries of those nations. They guarantee Indian nations a land base on
which to maintain their people's culture and government. Indian people fought and continue te fight
for the rights guaranteed in these treaties—rights they want and need to survive. The policy of the U.S.
Government has been to destory or to subjugate the sovereign nations through whatever means
possible. The relationship between the U.S, and the Indian nations has always been one of a colonial
force to colonized nations. The U.S. colonial strategy has meant destroy the culture, destroy the peo-
ple and take the land — this is a continuing policy of genocide.
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AGAIN , . . THE LONGEST WALK IS A PEACEFUL, SPIRITUAL EFFORT TO EDUCATE THE
PUBLIC ABOUT INDIAN RIGHTS AND THE INDIAN WAY OF LIFE. INDIAN TREATY RIGHTS UNDER
THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION ARE TO BE HONORED AS THE SUPREME LAW OF THE
LAND.

SACRED CEREMONIES ARE HELD DAILY IN WHICH ALL THE WALKERS ARE PARTICIPANTS.

WE PRAY FOR ALL THE PEOPLE.
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WE ASK THAT YOU READ THIS WITH
GRAVE CONCERN SINCE THESE BILLS WOULD VIRTUALLY

DESTROY INDIAN TRIBES IN THE UNITED STATES
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"With regard to the Indian related bills, | assure you that | share your views completely, and as
Chairman of the Select Committee on Indian Affairs, will certainly oppose any such legisiation
should it be introduced In the Senate. As | have stated before, in my view, this type of legisiation
represents an attempt to change the faw in ways that the cours of the United States have refused to
do, namely, to take from the Indian tribes the few remaining fegal rights which they possess under
existing federal law.”

James Abourezk
United States Senate
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H.R. 9054 Native American Equal Opportunity Act of 1977

CunninghamThis act will abrogate all treaties, take away our culture, life-style,

(D.-Wa) customs which our forefathers gave to us. It will close down all Indian
hospitals, schools, housing projects. Hunting and fishing will end. Water
rights and land will be stolen. All reservations will no longer exist. It is
an end to the sovereign relationship between Indian nations and the
federal government.

- H.R. 2950 The Omnibus Indian Jurisdiction Act of 1977

Meeds This act removes all tribal jurisdiction over non-Indians and it limits the

(D.-Wa) power of tribal jurisdiction over members of the tribe. Indian nations
would be forced to deal with individual state governments.

-HR. 8951  Quantification of Federal Reserved Water Rights for indian Reser-
(Meeds) vations Act
This act extinguishes all aboriginal rights to the use of water for Indian
people. An Indian would have to accept what is given him. Water would
be quantified into the amount the state feels the reservation is entitled
to.

HR. 9736 Steelhead Trout Protection Act

CunninghamThis act will take away one of Indian people’s means of survival. Indian
nations depend on commercial fishing as a means of support. This act
will stop Indians from catching steelhead trout and selling them com-
mercially.

H.R. 9175 Washington State Fishing and Hunting Equal Rights Act of 1977

CunninghamThis act will provide Washington State complete control over all indian
hunting and fishing off reservations. Indians would have to buy a license
or permit from the state to fish or hunt.
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State of Maine Aboriginal Claims Act of 1977
Over 40% of the State of Maine belongs to the Penobscot and Passama-
quoddy Indian tribes. This act will extinguish all titles and interests in
land and water rights. No land will be returned. A monetary payment
would be substituted for land.

"H.R. 4169, Cohen (R.-Me) and Emery (R.-Me)

S.B. 842, Hathaway (D.-Me) and Muskie (D.-Me)

State of New York Aboriginal Ciaims Act of 1977

This act will extinguish all titles to land and water in New York which
belongs to the Oneida, Cayuga, Saint Regis Mohawk, Onondaga and the
Seneca Indian tribes. No land will be returned; a monetary payment
would be substituted for land.

A House Joint Resolution relating to Northwest Indian off-reservation
Treaty Fishing Rights. This resolution is mainly against off-reservation
fishing for Indian tribes in the state of Oregon and Washington. Indian
people won't be able to eat fish or sell commercially for a livelihood.
*Meeds (D), Bonker (D), Dicks (D), Pritchard (R), Foley (D), McCormack
(D).

A House Joint Resolution relating to regulation by the states of certain
Indian hunting and fishing rights. This will keep Indians from fishing and
hunting off reservations, except when the state sets the time. If we let
this happen, many Indian people will go hungry for lack of food.

Criminal Code Reform Act of 1977

This is a threat to the freedom of everyone, including the right to expres-
sion. It is a threat to the Bill of Rights by prohibiting the freedom of
speech, or the right of the people to assemble, to petition the govern-
ment for a redress of grievances, such as demonstrating against war,
This legislation would diminish Indian self-government. State and
federal jurisdiction would be increased on reservations and major
crimes would be increased from 13 to 21, It would abolish the distinction
between federal enclaves and Indian reservations;| also abolish all pre-
vious treaties between Indian nations and the federal government.




































